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When the queer prom committee asks Charlie to join them, 
Charlie figures it’ll be a good way to get closer to cute new guy 
Andre — and maybe even ask him to be his prom date! The only 
problem is that Charlie has competition for Andre’s attention in 
rich, good-looking Chad, whom Charlie can’t stand.

Charlie and his pal Luis come up with a plan to get Andre’s 
attention — to woo Andre as a secret admirer and then reveal 
Charlie’s true identity with a spectacular promposal that Andre can’t 
refuse. But when the promposal starts to go wrong, will Charlie be 
able to turn things around?

What will Charlie do to get his 
dream date to queer prom?
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On my last report card, my English teacher wrote, 

“Charlie is outgoing and a self-starter. But he can be 

bossy.” I thought it was a compliment. But my dad 

didn’t see it that way.

“What’s so wrong with being bossy?” I asked at 

the time. “I get stuff done.”

“You need to socialize more with people your 

age. Outside of sitting on committees at school, that 

is,” Dad had said.

The Wreck  
    Room
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That was how I ended up going to the youth drop-

in at outNproud. The name is kind of last week if you 

ask me. It sounds more like a gay breakfast cereal than a 

queer community centre in downtown Vancouver. I’m 

not complaining, though. Dave, our ginger-bear peer 

counsellor, loves to remind us how lucky we are. We 

have a place to come to twice a week and hang out 

with queers our age. 

“It’s not like when I was your age,” Dave says. “I 

had to sneak into gay bars to meet other people like 

me.” I like Dave a lot, but he can sound like a parent 

trying to get their kid to eat their veggies.

I used to think outNproud was where depressed 

LGBTQ teens went to discuss their feelings. My friend 

Geeda told me what it really was like. Geeda and I met 

at our school’s gay-straight alliance. Unlike me, Geeda 

has no problem socializing. Geeda is Asian and is always 

trying new stuff with her hair and clothes. People flock 

to her at school. She’s also bi, which means she can 

have just about anyone she wants at school.

The youth drop-in is nicknamed the Wreck Room, 
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after Wreck Beach, the nude beach near the University 

of British Columbia campus. It’s decorated with IKEA 

couches and wood shelves with board games and books. 

In one corner there’s an old clothing rack crammed with 

clothes that are free for the taking. Once I found a polo 

shirt with the price tags still on it. They also offer also a 

bra and binder exchange for trans kids.

My favourite part of outNproud is RuPaul’s Drag 

Race! I hate most reality shows, but I can’t get enough 

of that show. Dave has a subscription to gay Netflix. 

The crowd at outNproud varies depending on the 

night. But a core group of five of us has been working 

our way through all the seasons of Drag Race. We meet 

every Friday night. Watching Drag Race with Geeda, 

Lottie, Luis, and Chad is what it must be like to go a 

hockey game. All that cheering and jeering makes me 

feel like I belong.

We have a strict “no spoilers” rule for anyone who 

has already seen an episode. We are pretty good about 

obeying it, except for Chad. 

“You kind of remind me of The Vixen, Chuckles,” 
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Chad says. He’s comparing me to one of the season 

ten queens. “You’re both social warriors. And kind of 

intense.”

I hate it when Chad calls me Chuckles. It’s his 

“cute” way of helping people keep our names straight 

because they both start with C-H-A. As if anyone 

would mistake me for Chad. We’re polar opposites.

Chad is too handsome for his own good. He’s got 

chiselled features and a cleft chin. His body was hot to 

start with and is made hotter by CrossFit. Chad strikes 

me as someone who has never been disappointed a day 

in his life. I would almost find him attractive, except for 

the stupid man bun on his head. 

“I see Charlie as more like Tina Fey,” Lottie says.

“Thanks, Lottie,” I say.

Lottie is gender-fluid but presents themself as 

slightly more masculine or boyish. Lottie is short with 

thick black hair, and a little bit of facial hair on their 

chin. No matter the weather, Lottie is dressed in a 

T-shirt, with 501s that have their wallet attached by a 

chain. They have a deep, raspy voice that sounds like 
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they’ve been smoking since they were six. But Lottie 

insists they’ve never held a cigarette, much less smoked 

one. 

“What do you think, Luis?” Chad asks.

Luis is the quietest person in our little group. He’s 

Mexican and speaks perfect English, but he always 

seems embarrassed of his accent. I love the way he talks. 

Everything he says sounds like it should have a guitar 

strumming in the background. 

I admire how Luis dresses. His plaid shirts are 

always pressed and buttoned all the way up to the collar. 

His jeans look like they just came out of the wash. His 

white Adidas runners could light the way in the dark.

“Well . . .” Luis says, slowly. He’s choosing his words 

carefully. “I agree that The Vixen and Charlie want to 

change the world. But I think both of them need to 

learn how to communicate better.”

“Told you so, Chuckles,” Chad says.

Luis holds up his finger. “I’m not finished. I have 

never seen Charlie attack someone the way The Vixen 

attacked Eureka in front of the judges.”
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“That’s what I’ve been saying!” Lottie says. They 

point at me with one stubby finger. “Charlie is Tina Fey.”

The episode we’re watching ends with The Vixen 

and Monique Heart lip-synching for their lives. I’m 

cheering for Monique, but you can see she doesn’t 

know the words to the song. Not knowing your words 

is the kiss of death on Drag Race. Sure enough, RuPaul 

orders Monique to “sashay away.”

Dave stands in front of the TV as the show’s credits 

start to roll. 

“I have a quick announcement to make,” he says. 

“OutNproud is starting to plan the queer prom in 

June. We’re looking for volunteers to be on the youth 

advisory committee. Any takers?”

Chad’s hand shoots right up. So does Geeda’s. 

Lottie puts their hand up next. Then, ever so slowly, 

Luis’s hand goes up.

“Don’t you want to be part of the committee, 

Charlie?” Dave asks me. “It’s not a lot of work. We just 

want some input on a theme, a song, and a DJ.”

I didn’t know there was such a thing as a queer 

10  booK name 10 prom KinGs



prom until this very moment. The truth is I really 

want to be on the advisory committee. But Chad just 

described me as some sort of militant activist. I worry 

that joining would open me up to more of his attacks.

“I don’t know,” I say. “I’m already on the GSA at 

school. And I’m the treasurer for the student council. 

I’m not sure I have the time.”

“You know you want to,” Chad teases. 

I try not to let my hatred for Chad make me join 

the committee. But I’m worried that, with Chad on 

board, the theme of the prom will be Under the Sea.

“Fine! I’ll do it,” I say, raising my hand.

“I knew you would,” says Chad.

It’s a good thing I don’t have a pair of scissors in 

my hand. That man bun would be on the floor already. 

I pull my bullet journal out of my backpack and open 

it to my monthly log. 

“When do we meet?” I ask.
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